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ABSTRACT
Te 1453638

The purposes of this study were 1) to find out general background of dairy farmers in
Mae On sub-district, Chiang Mai province and costs, revenues, and benefits from farm
management; 2) to analyse economic efficiency of dairy farms classified by size; and 3) to find
out problems in commercial dairy cattle raising.

The data were collected by means of questionnaires from 150 dairy farmers and then
classified into 3 groups in terms of farm size: small farms, with 1 — 10 cows; medium-size farms,
with 11 — 20 cows; and large farms, with more than 20 cows. The data were analyzed for
production efficiency through the Multiple Regression Analysis. The Log Linear Equation was
used to analyze the production function and Linear Programming was used in the technical
efficiency analysis.

The results of the study revealed that 90.00% of the farmers were male. Their average
age was 43.33 years and average family size was 3.89 persons.

The study of costs and benefits from dairy cattle production revealed that the total costs
of small dairy farms were 106,764.86 baht/year; medium-size farms, 204,282.52 baht/year; and
large farms, 312,154.51 baht/year. The benefits of small dairy farms were 100,334.31 baht/year;
medium-size farms, 174,670.22 baht/year; and large farms, 174,670.22 baht/year.

The study of production function of 150 farms revealed the most important factors
affecting milk production at a significance level of 0.01 were the number of lactating cows and
concentrated feed quantity. The study of the use of production factors i.e. number of lactating

cows and concentrated feed quantity, revealed that 21 farms had technical efficiency of 81.00 —

100.00. The results of technical efficiency analysis revealed that 21 small-size farms,
11 medium-size farms, and 10 large-size farms had technical efficiency of 81.00 — 100.00.

The problems facing the farmers were those of production i.e. repeated artificial
insemination and high prices of concentrated feed, and marketing i.e. low prices of raw milk.
They wanted the government to help them in reducing costs of concentrated feed and increasing

prices of raw milk.





