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The purposes of this research were to study 1) people’s knowiedge,
understanding and attitudes towards mangrove reserves; 2) factors influencing their willingness to
pay for mangrove reserves; and 3) the value of willingness to pay for mangrove reserves from
non-use value. The people were interviewed for willingness to pay only once in life by using the
contingent valuation method (CVM). The data was collected by means of questionnaires from
400 samples of people in Thonburi District, Bangkok, derived by multi-stage sampling and then
analyzed by using the SPSS for windows and the statistics used were frequency, percentage,
average, maximum and minimum. The relationship between independent and dependent variables
was analyzed by multiple regression in the open-ended question and logistic regression in the
close- ended question.

In terms of knowledge, understanding and attitudes of mangrove reserves, the
results indicated that the people’s attitudes were at a high to a very high level. They agreed most
with the idea that mangroves will improve when everybody cooperates, the mean score being
4.65, and least with the idea that the government allocated the most budget for mangrove
reservation, the mean score being 2.35.

In the open-ended question, the factors influencing willingness to pay at the 0.05
level of significance were net income per month, level of education, knowledge, understanding
and attitudes towards mangrove reserves, and occupation (student). The value of willingness to
pay was 282.59 baht per person and the value of mangrove reserves of labour population in
Bangkok was 1,224 million baht.

In the close-ended question, factors influencing the value of willingness to pay at
the 0.05 level of significance were starting bid, net income per month, occupation (student), and
level of education. The value of willingness to pay was 675.52 baht per person and the value of

mangrove reserves of labour population in Bangkok was 1,937 million baht.





