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The objectives of this research were (1) to compare ideas and philosophy of community
development with those of Credit Union Cooperatives ; (2) to examine socio-economic
conditions of Credit Union Cooperatives in Chiangmai ; (3) to find out members’opinions on
factors contributing to the achievement of the cooperatives ; and (4) to identify the cooperatives’
problems. The data was collected by means of interview schedules from 383 members of the
cooperatives and 46 leaders in cooperatives and community development, and then analyzed by
using the SPSS/PC".

The results revealed that 57.7% of the cooperatives members were female, 36.6% were
31-40 years old, 75.3% were Buddhist, 69.0% were married, 35.5% attained a bachelor level of
education, 30.1% were employed for labor, 54.1% had monthly expenditures of 5,001 — 10,000
baht and 36.4% have been members of the cooperatives for less than 5 years. The members knew
of the cooperatives from their personnel and enrolled as members mainly because they wanted to
save money. Most members understood that the cooperatives were set up for mutual assistance
and were very useful to the members and communities as they were loan sources in time of need
as well as in emergency and 79.3% of the members stated that their lives have improved, they
could save money and reduce their debts. The members used loan and deposit services most and
were satisfied with the cooperatives’ services and welfares. 48.9% never missed the meetings ;
they thought it was their duty to attend them. Their opinions on factors influencing the
achievement of the cooperatives were at a moderate level ; their knowledge and understanding of
the principles and methods of the cooperatives, a low level ; and their knowledge and
understanding of the cooperatives’ idealism, a high level. Their problem was that the members
lacked knowledge and understanding of philosophy, principles and methods of cooperatives.
They realized the cooperatives’ needs for cooperative officers and recommended good officers to
provide useful advice to the members, to help the cooperatives with sincerity, to be friendly and
pay regular visits to the members.

The factors influencing the achievement of the cooperatives at a significant level of
p<0.01 were sex, age, religion, marital status and cducational level, occupation, cxpenses,
membership period, and knowledge and understanding of principles and methods of cooperatives.

The findings also revealed that 63.0% of leaders in cooperatives and community
development were female, 37.0% werec 41-50 years old, 65.2% were Buddhist, 69.6% werc
married, 60.9% attained a bachelor level of education, and 84.8% thought that the coopcratives
were very useful to local people. The comparison of ideas and philosophy of community
development with those of the Credit Union Cooperatives in terms of career development, credit
development and self government, revealed significant difference in concentration at P<0.01 and
0.05. The concentration of the ideas and philosophy of Credit Union Cooperatives was higher

than that of community development.





