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The objectives of this particular research were: 1) to know about the personal and
socio-economic characteristics of farmer members of Ban Jeadeemaekrua New Theory
Agricultural Group; 2) to determine the decision-making process of farmers on being members of
Ban Jeadeemaekrua New Theory Agricultural Group; and 3)to identify the problems and
guidelines involving the implementation of activities of the New Theory Agriculture Group based
on the opinion of its members. Study respondents consisted of 59 farmer members while a
pre-tested interview was used to collect data in July 2003, which was later analyzed through a
computer Software Package for the Social Science software (SPSS).

Results of the study showed that the 1espondents were 45.80 years old on average
and their educational background ranged from primary to bachelor level with majority finishing
the primary level. They had an average annual income of 42,898.31 baht and they usually
obtained loans from Agriculture and Cooperative Bank for their farm investment. Most of them
owned their cultivation lands while some farmers rented lands ranging from 4 to 6 rai. Majority of
the respondents had been doing the New Theory agricultural practices for almost 5 years and had
undergone agricultural training at Maejo University. Many of the respondents used family labor
in their farm practices.

Further results of the study showed that the respondents had previously analyzed
the problems in agriculture by considering highly the importance of income, investment and
marketing aspects. In contrast, they considered problem involving the farm site to be of low
importance. The respondents indicated that agricultural alternatives were identified and were later
evaluated prior to their decision to become members of the New Theory agricultural group. In
their decision-making process, each step has been considered to be highly important.

In addition, most of the respondents indicated their need to undergo training
especially to improve their knowledge about the New Theory and to avoid borrowing too much
money for farm investment because they were uncertain of repaying the debts. According to the
respondents, their most significant problem was on the marketing aspect of their farm products
because prices were usually lower than their expectation. They indicated the need for the

involved agencies to provide assistance and price assurance of their farm products.



