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ABSTRACT

TE 149138

The main objectives of this research were to build a model for assessing tourism
group levels based on recreation opportunities and to evaluate the potentials for eco-tourism
development of Huai Jo low-hill watershed area in Sansai district, Chiang Mai province. The
case study area consisted of 17.96 sq. k. of the watershed area.

Site data analysis utilized the information provided by the Land sat TM7 satellite
together with aerial photography using software packages of PC ERDAS Imagine 8.x and PC
Arc View 3.x which produced a spatial database system and relationship of basic geographic
data. The geographic information system was then used to analyze all data for frequency
distribuiion, percentages, means, coefficient and correlation values in order to build a site model.

As a result of the study, two models were built, as follow:

1. Model 1 was designed to assess the classes of eco-tourism sites based on
recreation opportunities where three factors, namely: traveling to eco-tourism sites; tourist
management; and control of benefits and impacts of inappropriate activities of tourists, were used
to identify four tourism sites. These included a primitive site (50.9%) followed by naturally-
developed natural (27.0%), semi-primitive class II (17.2%) and semi-primitive class I (4.7%).

2. Model 2 was produced to evaluate the site potentials for eco-tourism
development. Likewise, it considered three factors such as natural characteristics of the site,
scenery, and community culture and participation using five evaluation levels: 1 = no capability;
2= low>capability and not qualified for development; 3 = medium capability; 4 = high capability;
and, 5 = extremely high capability z;nd qualified to for development. Results of the study showed
that Huai Jo watershed area had level 2 capability in natural characteristics which meant that it
was not qualified for natural development; level 1 in scenery which indicated it had no potentials
for development, and, level 2 in community culture and participation. Over-all score was 1.90
indicating that the Huai Jo watershed area has very low level for eco-tourism.

Further results of the study showed that Model 1 which was appropriate for
assessing site management, was able to evaluate the suitability of Huai Jo watershed in 2 types,
e.g. primitive class in the upper area and naturally-developed site in the lower area. As for Model
2, it was appropriate for evaluating the capability level for site potentials towards eco-tourism
development through community participation and natural sites, which showed that Huai Jo
watershed area had low potentials and was not suitable for eco-tourism development although it

had medium potentials for eco-tourism development but only in some site points.





