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ABSTRACT
TE 149160
The main objectives of this research were to find out 1) satisfaction of farmers in
Buriram province with rubber production; 2) factors related to their satisfaction; and 3) their
problemis and recommendations for improving rubber production. The data was coilected by
means of questionnaires from 319 samples of rubber-producing farmers in Buriram province and
then analyzed by using the SPSS for Windows.

The results of the study showed that most of the respondents were male, 48 years
old on average, had completed a primary level of education at the most, and had an average of 5
household members, all of whom contributed labor to rubber production. Almost all respondents
had their own land and had an average of 26 rai for planting rubber. They had an average annual
income of 163,552 baht from rubber production and 37,958.78 baht from other sources. The
majority of the farmers attended an average of 2 training programs per year, contacted an
agricultural officer at least once a month, and received news and information related to rubber
production from agricultural magazines and journals. They were members of agricultural
cooperatives, have engaged in agriculture for an average of 29 years but their average rubber
production experience was only 9 years.

It was found that the farmers’ overall satisfaction with extension agencies and
staff as well as rubber production was at a high level.

It was also found that age, household labor and agricultural training experience
were significantly correlated with the farmers’ satisfaction with rubber production; agricultural
experience, with extension agencies and staff, and rubber production; land tenure and access to
agricultural information through radio, television, and publications, with extension agencies and
staff; and income, with the rubber production extension program.

The problem of most farmers were lack of knowledge and experience in tapping,
low quality of produced rubber, unhealthy rubber varieties, shortage of labor for tapping, and
inadequate support in factors of production. They recommendzd relevant agencies to provide

them with more knowledge and training continuously.





