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ABSTRACT

TE 157302

This study has four objectives; 1) To study level of adoption of okra
production's technology 2) To study farmers' level of perception in orkra
production’s technology 3) To investigate some factors that relate to the level of
adoption of okra production, and 4) To find out some problems in orkra's production
of okra producers in the unner nothern region of Thailand.

The data ware collected by means of interview schedule and depth
interview from 200 samples of okra producers from several areas of Chiangmai,
Chiangrai, Lumphoon and Nan which were selected by purposive, area and
accidental sampling techniques. The collected quantitaiive data was analvzed by
using SPSS/PC™ and qualitative data was analyzed by content analysis.

The study showed that most of okia producers were male with an
average age of 43.92 years old and had completed a primary schoc!. Most of them
were head of the family with the average number of household members of 5
persons, and an average hcuschold labor of 2 persons. They had an average
agricultural land of 8.13 rai, whercas an average okrz growing land was only 1.38
rai. Most of okra growing land belongs to the producers themselves and some of
the land were rented land. An average distance from okra plantation to a selling
point is 1.29 kilometer. Most of okra producers were members of agricultural
organizations, and credited loans from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC), agricultural coopreatives and farmer groups.

The okra producers have an average of 1.61 year in experience. Their
average okra yield was 1,083.42 kg/rai, which was an average of on-grade yield of
933.67 kg/rai and was an average of out-of-grade yield of 150.56 kg/rai. Their
average price of an on-grade A yield was 8.98 bahukg, and their average price of
an on-grade B yield was 7.23 baht/kg, where as their average price of an out-of-

grade vyield was 3.25 bahtkg. Their average income from okra production was
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12,085.08 baht, and their cost of inputs (eg. seed, insecticide and chemical
fertilizer) was 1,845.52 baht.

The okra producers received information about okra production’s
technology from extension agencies of exported companies, and broker and sub-
brokers respectively. They consulted extension agencies of exported companies
and their neightors when they faced some problems about okra production.

The study revealed that okra producers perceived okra production
technology at a good level. They also adopted okra production’s technology at a
good level.

Furthermore, the study found that most uf okra procucers have no
problem concerning okra precduction. Only some of them faced problems of insects,
diseases, harvesting method, and weeds respectively.

Finally, the study had suggested several recommendaticns, such as
okra production’'s management, okra marketing and inputs for production, for related
organizations. It also reccommended some topics for furthur research, such as the
study on cost-benefit of okra production, market mechanism of okra production,

and appropriate strategy for okra production’s development.



