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ABSTRACT

213411

The objective of this research is to strudy about understanding, attitude,
political communication behavior, and political participation of internet users that related
to politics compared to the group of person who do not use politics-related internet and
to study how internet present political news. The methods being used are observation,
interview, and questionare. The population is in Chiang Mai province. There are 410
samples in this study; those are 10 interviews and 400 questionaires. Assume that
political intenet users understand democratic attitude and have more participation than

person who do not use politics-related internet. The study's result is mentioned below.
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Political news presented in the internet is the form of news and
webboard. It seems to seize public domain to create righteousness for its own side
every time election begins. Political contradiction occurs by two sides of vision. It is
found that sland Words are used in webboard, however, web administrator prevents this
problem by forcing members to log in before posting any comment.

There are many ways to present political news and opinions of internet
users. Those are giving knowledge, inform news from other sources, making the topic
stand out, inquire opinion in various topics, appose or support the person or politic party,
and live report.

The advantages of political communication through internet are the
speed and update, high freedom, and it is two-way communication, the news can be
followed easily and it is cheap for long-term. The disadvantage is that internet still not
wide spread and it lacks of trustworthiness compare to other media, moreover, it may be
used by politic parties and the content is often wrong.

~ About colieqting information by questionnaires, it is found that most of the
subjects are female, single, bachelor degree, graduated, and studying. Their income is
below 5,000 Bath per month and they use intemet two hours per day approximately.

About objective of using internet, mostly, subjects seem 1o use internet
for chatting their friends, the next is searching for general knowledge and for work/study.
Some use for their occupation or business, which is the least. Politics-related Internet
users who search general information is the biggest group, however, most of non-
political internet users use internet for chatting with their friends.

About politics-related internet users, most of them take approximately 30
minutes per day for following political news. Political communication behavior is at the
I’ow level. Most of them are watching daily political news through internet, follow political
events through internet, read political webboard through internet, use internet for
searching political news {moderate). The low-level of political communication behavior
are complaining via internet and writing articles for publicize via internet.

In addition, politics-related internet users believe that political

communication via internet is fast and easy. At the present, internet is not wide-spread to
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people. Internet is important as the source of political knowledge for people at the
present'. Internet can bring about political events.

About political understanding, it is found that the sample group has
similar political understanding. Non politics-related internet users are little more political
knowledgeable than politics-related internet users. This is because the group that do not
use internet receives political news from other sources.

About political attitude, the sample group has no difference in political
attitude summarily. However, there are differences in some topics such as the attitude
that says politicians should have good financial status, therefore they will not corrupt.
Non politics-related internet users are more agreeable than politics-related internet
users. Furthermore, Pdlitical topics are boring, there are always oppositions. Non
politics-related internet users are more agreeable than politics-related internet users.

About political participation behavior, it is found that politics-related
internet users have more political participation than non politics-related internet users in
the aspect of te'xking their right and persuade the others for general and local election,
seminar participation or meeting for local problem solution, common talk about.the
country with cousins or neighbors, attend as candidate for election, join politician’s
campaign, help the candidate or political party for election, support the candidate,
inspect politicians' works, sign the name to dismiss national or local politician, follow
political news both national and local from newspaper, television, radio, and internet. It is

found that both groups have significant level at 0.05.





