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##4386139234 : MAJOR LAW

KEY WORDS : BROADCASTING LAW / THAI TELEVISION / MEDIA REFORM / GATS /
AUDIOVISUAL / SETTHABUT MARUTCHINDA / THE REFORM OF THAI
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SAKDA THANITCUL,335 pp. ISBN 974-17-5883-9.

As a member country of the WTO, Thailand has the obligations to liberalize
the trade in services progressively under the General Agreement on Trade in
Services. Currently, Thailand has opened the market of radio and television services,
but programme transmission services market has remained unopened. However,
even though the market of radio and television services has already been opened, it
may be requested by other member countries to open more.

Looking back into domestic situation, Thai television business is stepping to
the turning point in the reform or the big change to a new picture. After the Thai
Constitution B.E. 2540 has been promuigated in October B.E. 2540, Section 40
thereof woke up all people in the field, whether government sector, private sector or
community sector, to react to the reform of television media since B.E. 2542 until
NOW.

In parallel with the situation of the television reform in the country, the
development and innovation of communication technologies from developing
countries, especially “Digitization” and “Convergence”, is from day to day bringing
about a wider gap for minorities to access to those new technologies, the so-called
“Digital Divide”.

However, when scrutinizing domestic law, it is found that a legal framework
of the law to be applied to the regulation of Thai television media i.e. the Draft
Broadcasting Act still has many errors because it is not consistent with the real
structure of television market, whether currently or in the future. It also does not
respond to the reform and the change of technology efficiently. Therefore, in
drafting this new law, the lawmaker should take account of all relevant aspects,
whether the intention of the Constitution, international obligations or technological
change.



