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This is a preliminary study to acquire an overall picture of

~ -the social stratification of Bangkok Metropolitan. Particular interest
is placed on the.general social and economic characteristics of the
p&pnlation_in each social stratum, nature of the social relations within
and between these strata and social mobility. ' '

‘The -organisation of the social stratification of Bangkok
Metrqpolitan 1s characterised by the compositioﬁ of three sqcigl strata:
the lower social stratum is a category of population who earns not more
than,é,OOO,Baht.a month and most of them get Prathom & certificates;
the middle social stratum earns an income between 4,001 - 10,000 baht a
month and obtains a middle level education; and the upper social stratum
procures an income above 17,000 baht a month and most are university
graduates. Fifty point eight percent, 38.6 percent and 10.% jercent
of the total population are the lower, middle, and upper social strata
respectively. In general, those who are in the upper and middle
strata gain better opportunities in obtaining and possessing some
properties such as houses and other modern facilities, as well as other
sccial and recreational activities. The people of the upper and middle
social strata are also more conscious of organising group activities:
though religious and social welfare rather than economic interest are

pertaining to the group.

Relations between each stratum are characterised by the
interpersonal relationship. Mutual dependence among friends and
"patron” cutting across the boundaries of social strata is not uncommon.
People are mof  conscious of the differences in social and economic
interest, therefore, groups based on such interest are not widely
‘organised.

People in the three strata recognise that social mobility is
not impossible. Fifty percent of the population in the upper stratum,
46 percent of the middle stratum, and 29 percent of the lower stratum
indicate that their status are higher than those of their parents.
Most hold a positive expectation on their ability to educate their
children and that their children would be able to upclimb to the higher
status in the next twenty years, '

Under the present social and economic conditions it is
expected that in the next twenty years, the organisation of Bangkok
soclal stratification would not be much dissimilar to the present.
tiowever, an intensive study to acquire a deeper understanding is still
necessary. Research tools have to be improved so that the study will

be much more accurate.





