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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research aimed to study the geosocial based of community
forest management and utilization by Baan Pha Maeo community in Hua Suea Sub-district, Mae
Ta District, Lampang Province. The Participatory Action Research (PAR) was used in this study
which was the combination of the Participatory Research with the Action Research.

The results of this study showed that local utilized both direct and indirect ways
of community forest. Direct utilization included food (mushroom, wild vegetables, wild fruits,
medicinal plants and wildlife for 29, 25, 37, 47 and 114 species, respectively) firewood, charcoal,
housing instruments, furniture, agricultural tools, pesticides, animal husbandry and selling of
forest products. The indirect utilization included the balance of ecological environment and river,
natural disaster preventing, tourism promotion and strengthening the community to be a social,
cultural and spiritual center. The local people realized that community forest management was the
most important activity by formulating the strategic plan management. The strategic plan
comprised 14 activities with one pilot project. The local people also expected the community
forest to be a classroom for nature study within 5 years. The utilization of community forest and
participatory management based on the principle of geosocial based of Baan Pha Maeo village
could be in the form of geosocial based. This comprised geographic characteristics as follows:
soil resource, water resource, forest and topographic condition on social science such as race,

history, legends, traditions, settlement, body of knowledge, local wisdom, beliefs, religions,
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forest management struggling, value, economic condition, village ruling, social crisis,
environmental crisis, networking private organization development, etc.

Knowledge obtained from this study was that humans living with the forest in
the form of community forest could connect with just benefit allocation. For learning of the
relationship between humans and the forest, it was the creation of knowledge both in the wide and
deep aspects occuring in the community. However, utilization of the forest both direct and
indirect ways could make local people realize the moderacy under the rules and regulations set by
the community. This led to the participatory management of the community forest which was like
the creation of appropriate immune. Besides, it implied learning, unity and strengthening of the
community. Local people could share benefits of the community forest which led to the
improvement of economy, society, technology and environment in the community. Therefore,

these occurred processes supported and conformed to the philosophy of sufficiency economy.



