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The purposes of this thesis were to 1) study the result of teaching autistic children
to understand false belief. and 2) compare the ability to transfer the learning of the false
belief tasks in autistic children both in the test right after teaching and in the 1-week-
follow up after teaChingThe subjects were 30, 4-15 year-old autistic children.They were
devided into two groups: 15 autistic children were taught the unexpected location tasks and
the other 15 autistic children were taught the unexpected content tasks.The children were
taught for 5 days Consécutively, 5 stories in each day and tested their understanding of

false belief in both conditions. Statistical analyses were conductad with t-test.

The results are:

1. Autistic children can be taught to understand false belief with specific tasks.

2. Autistic children who are taught the false belief tasks in two different conditions:
the unexpecied location tasks and the unexpected content tasks show significantly better

ability to transfer the learning of false belief in the learned tasks rather than the unlearned

tasks {p < .01).





