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This thesis involves a study to show that the Australian import measures on cooked
chicken meat which require that imports from abroad must be subject to Infectious Bursal
Disease Virus heat treatment, which is not consistent with the WTO Agreement on the

Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

This research is a study of the rules on the Agreement on the Application of
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures with the objective to apply sanitary measures only as
necessary to protect human, animal and plant lives and health of member countries
without discrimination and import restrictions while giving member countries the right to
determine the appropriate level of protection. However, member ccuntries must not

exercise such right improperly and not use it as a trade barrier.

The research finding shows that the Australian measures are indications of
insincerity in the opening of markets access and they lead to trade barrier, which are
contradictory to the objects of the SPS Agreement. The Australian measures, which require
that cooked chicken meat imported must be subject to heat treatment at specified
temperatures for a specified period of time, are too strict and not related to quantity and
quality of the scientific evidences. The sanitary measures to be applied must be taken into
account of technical and economic appropriateness and must be less trade restrictive than
othér measures. Therefore, the Australian measures do not comply with its obligations

under the SPS Agreement.



