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KEY WORD : WAGE LABOUR / CHINESE IN BANGKOK
PRAYMA SATTAYAWUTHIPHONG : CHINESE WAGE LABOUR IN BANGKOK,
1882-1949. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. SAWITREE CHAROENPONG,
222 pp. ISBN 974-17-4227-4

This thesis studies Chinese wage labour in Bangkok from 1882 to 1949. At that time,
the formation of a new direct trade route between Bangkok and the South China ports had
brought them to Bangkok to begin their new life. Hence, they soon became the biggest non-
agriculture wage labour force in Bangkok. The study ends with the enforcement of the law of
1949, when the government decided that the immigration of Chinese into Thailand should be
limited to 200 people per year. The number of Chinese immigrants dropped drastically after
that.

From the research, it can be said that the Chinese had to adjust their life very much in
settling down. This was due to therr life as wage labour in Bangkok being far different from their
life at home. So they had to depend very much on the 'Chinese who came before'. This situation
had created many unique relationships like in the Ang-yi secret society (triads) , the Chinese
associations and the kongsi. The rapid increase in Chinese wage labour had created a lot of
impact on both the existing Chinese communities and the Thai Govemment. Relationships
between the Chinese themselves developed into more profit-based relationships, which
generated lots of troubles in general. At the same time, the govemment reacted to the
nationalism and political ideclogy of the Chinese by taking control of Chinese wage labour.

The relationships between the Chinese themselves, including that between the
Chinese and the Thai Government, had brought change to tie role of Chinese wage labour in
Bangkok. Some of them had become entrepreneurs. Some stayed as wage labour. Thus,
many of them suffered to hardship due to the restriction of law and the emerging of Thai wage
labour. In no time, the Chinese wage labour who used to be the biggest non-agriculture wage

labour in Bangkok was soon be replaced by a Thai labour forced.



