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Abstract

This study aims to explore cultural landscape of Phaikohnam community; as a
case study in Phrompiram District, Phitsanulok Province, in order to look into appropriate
approaches to manage cultural landscape. Over the last few decades a process of
urbanisation and a development of transportation have been expanded rapidly and
consistently resulting in various changes in environmental, economic, and socio-cultural
aspects over and around the country. Rural characteristics have been intruded and
merged by urban contexts. Changes in cultural landscapes have been intermingled and
slightly replaced by urban landscape characteristics; particularly, these become more
obvious in water-based communities similar to Phaikhonam which is a traditional water-
based settlement located on the Nan River. This was selected as a case study because
of certain reasons; firstly, it is an agrarian community which people still carry on their
livelihood and adjust their ways of living with water and nature. Interestingly, housing
styles remain distinctive and represent local wisdom. However, this uniqueness has
continuously been blurred; therefore, it is time to this study to explore and find proper
ways for managing cultural landscapes, as local identities of Phaikohnam, in long run.

Qualitative methodology was main approach for carrying out this research which
consist of two stages; firstly, components of cultural landscape were explored based on
guidelines for evaluating and documenting rural historic landscapes reported by
McClelland, et al. (1990:3-6); secondly, cultural landscape management was applied
from Harashina (1996) approaches. Findings from the research reveal either tangible or
intangible components of Phaikohnam cultural landscapes. The study suggests that
there are three salient aspects consisting of physical, social mechanisms, and awareness
on cultural landscape should be considered, in order to manage unique cultural

landscape in more integrated ways.

Keyword: Impacts of Urbanisation, Cultural Landscape Management,

Phaikohnam Community, Phromphiram District, Phitsanulok
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