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Abstract

The research on “Boxing in the Box”: Development from Thai Boxing Ring to
Television Boxing Programme (1955-2009) which has been moving slowly away from
boxing matches in stadiums to televised matches with no spectators called “Muay dtoo.”
The researchers are studying the way Thai Boxing has changed over time from stadiums
to the television studying the way that boxing has developed alongside the production of
the programs and the cause and reason for the move away from the traditional from
watching Thai Boxing in a stadium setting.

The result of this study have come about by looking at the history, quality
and directly interviewing of people who have direct experience in the Thai Boxing
industry and by using communication technological determinism and cultural
reproduction for analyzed.

We have found that Thai Boxing television program is continuously
changing due to several reasons which are 1) political 2) economical 3) technological
and 4) cultural reasons. All of these factors change to same extent due to social
standards of Thai Television.

The changing of standards in Thai Boxing moving towards Thai Boxing
television programme started with desire to show Thai patriotism though television
programme to wider audience. But as Thailand altered towards western ideas and
standards more regulations were brought in. To gain acceptance by foreigners and to
promote Thai Boxing and Thailand in general to foreign countries so increasing Thailand
Tourist industry and awareness of Thai Arts and Culture.

Thai Boxing become a cultural sport attraction instead of just a form of self
defense due to the increase interest in Thai Boxing as a cultural sport the Art of Thai
Boxing also changed to incorporate more artistic style and the traditional music. Before
this increased interest in Thai Boxing these aspects were not considered so important.
There were many changes to Thai Boxing with the increased interest as mentioned
above. Other changes include the production of the fights. The acceptance of female

fighting. The abilities of the fighters to entertain the spectators. All of this effected Thai
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Boxing turning into an industry creating promoter, new boxing styles, sponsorship of
Thai Boxing television program and more internationally standardization of sport.

At the same time, the results of this study show that Thai Boxing television
program has changed and developed in proportion to changes in politics, economic
and traditional values. Unfortunately due to the increased commercial of Thai Boxing
television program, which has improved the sport we also have to suffer some negative

effects such as increased gambling trying to control the sport.



