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The purpose of this thesis was to stucy tne -cnal cifizrence and dissnbuticn
of That dialecis in Udonthani province It attemipted to dsiing Thar dialect areas, to
draw a inguistic geography ot the Thar dialacts and to locats the usages of each [ha
criaiect In Udonthant province. Data collection was done by interviewing ong supject

from each sub-district {Tambaon) in the province  Both instrumental analysis and

auCitory judgement were used to analyse tne data. The irstruments usad in this

study were the CECIL program and the CECIL interfacs 500 {C: LOC) speech bax
this thesis consists of six chapters. The frst s an ntreduction The second
s the Proto - Tal tone systern. The third 1s the tonal system ot the Thar dialects in
Udonthani province.  The tourtn 1s the grouping of tonai sysiems i the Tnal dialects
in Udonthari province. The fifth i1s a Thal dialect geography of Udonthan province

and the sixth 1s a conclusion.



Ihe result of the study shows that there are many tonal vanatons in the
province.  The tonal system of Udon dialect consists of 7 pattems.  [hese J tonal
patterns can be divided mto three man caroups of dialect area which  are
differentiated in terms of the tonal system. These three main groups belong to the
Lao dialect. Ihe first 1s a group of Luang Prabang dalect area which 1s spoken in
the Northwest of the province. It can be divided nto three dialect areas. The
sacond 15 a group of Southern | ao dialect area which 1s spoken in an area covenng
a vast terntory from the North to the South of the province. h can be divided into
three dialect areas. [he third 1s a group of Vientiane dialect area which 1s spoken in

a narrow area In the South of the province,



