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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to exanune gender differences mn HIV-reiated
sexual beliels and safer sex intentions among vocational students 1 the Bangkok
Metropolitan, Thailand, by using the Theory of Reasoned Action combined with the
Health Belief Model and the Sociat Leaming Theorv.

[ndependent variabies were: tisk perception and risk reduction athitude toward
HIV/AIDS, subjective social norm and cues to action tor sater sex, and dependent
vanable was safer sex intentions. Selt-etficacy tor safer sex was also mcluded as an
additional explanatory variable.

A sample ol vocational students comprising males (n=236) and females
(1=244) was drawn from two public vocational colleges located in Bangkok by using a

strafified. random samphing technique. Their ages were between 15 and 26 years.



1

Lhe study revealed prominent gender-based differences tn HiV-related beliets
Aand thear assocrations. The most significant prodictor ot safer sex imfentions wis cuss
o action for males while 3t was risk perception and misk reduction attitude toward
HIV-AIDS Tor temales Social nomi and soltefficacy were respectively second and
third prediciors of wtentions tor both genders Neo association was tound between
athiiude and safer sex atentions among 1ales and it connotes that majes™ sater sex
HHENTOUN s b pecessaly stlbatahlbs to ther pereetved threat of HIVVALDS.
Uverath, soctal nomis was revealed 10 play an important role to enhance sater sex
ntentions.  However, i order to reabize their actual sater sex behavior, self-ethicacy
needs to be turther smproved.

It 15 therefore recommended that educational efforts shonld be more directed
o develop social networking and communication skills for gaining the vouth's
consensus on the importance of suter sex. This would create enabling circumstances for
theti to improve their own elticacy for safer sex. Since keen wnlerests in this efforts lie
on behavioral changes for AIDS prevention, longitudinal study with several
mterventions 1x ultimately called for and may delinitely advance existing behavioral

modefs.



