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ABSTRACT

This study was a case study in cthnography  conducted
Baan Nomkloa, Tumbon Bungkla, Locngnogta District, Yasothon provinee
during  January -March 1997, The purpose was 1o assess historical and  socio
cultural factors whitch have contributed to the current state and practices of
Frasan  tradiional medicine. The study  also examined (he learning  experiences
of the practitioners, local medicinal plants and ecology, symptoms and
treatment  of diagnosed health problems and  the pnlicmr«a’ SOCIO-2CONONIC
charactenistics. Several  qualitative  data collection methods were used  including
Hie history, indepth interviews, participant  observation and  construcled
questionnaires. The data were mangulated  and analyzed in the form of

descriptive  analysis,



tour tradional practitioners in the  studicd village were descended
tromt the Thai-Lao  ancestors. They had a lot of treatment experience without
any writlen record or textbooks, Most of (hem were i old age and  therr
knowiedge and skills were likely 0 be lost without passimng on 1o the nex

SCTICTILON,

A total of 104 medicinal plants was Tound o be  used by these
practiioners during  the period of study. Ninety cight point two percent of
mediemal plants were collected  from natural forests jn different ecologics
including  tropical rain forests  andd dry - deciduous dipterocarp foresis. Fhirty-
three of the plants were herbs, 31 shrubs, 26 trees and 13 climbers. Parts of
plant used  were  roots, whole Dlants, stems, woods, leaves, The indication was
o cure diseascs, to detoxicate and 1o strengthen body. The main method  of
using waus boiling. Nevertheless. armding  against a SIone wits somielimes
practiced. Preparation process was hardly  sanitized. Evidently medicinal planis
Used among Fasan (raditional  practitioners are completely  difterent (rom

those promoted  for use by the Mtnistry  of Public Ilealh.

Sixteen discases treated by the practitioners  werc mdeterminable, Mo
of thent were asan ternunology discases for which  some [aients  were
considered terminally il in modern medicine. The  others were diseases rarely
Known in the past but recently found  with great lrequency such as

diztbetes mellitus,

Most of  the 109 paticnts who came 1o the practittoners . was  poor

rmers witl onliy primary cducational background.



