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The purpose of this research was to analyze and assess visual perception and attitudes of
the countryside landscape of Suphan Buri in order to understand the value and significance of
countryside landscape which may suggest directions for policy making and management actions.
Methodologically, Suphan Buri area were classified into units of analysis according to predominant
landforms and vegetation cover, including traditional countryside landscape elements and present
development features. Forty-eight photographic images were chosen to construct a photo-
questionnaire used to gather data. Respondents were asked to give ratings and sort pictures
according to perceived beauty anq compatibility with countryside landscape of Suphan Buri.
Respondents’ attitudes towards counfryside landscape in general and specifically of Suphan Buri
were recorded. Respondents were alsé asked to give their background information which may affect
their attitudes. Four major groups of respondents were targeted; 1) Bangkok residents 2) Subhan
Buri residents 3) Residents of other provinces 4) Experts in related design fields. Two husdred
respondents were selected, with 50 respordents in each group. Data were analyzed ﬁsing'frequency
distributions, means, standard deviations, variances, Chi-square and Multi-dimensional Scaling.

The findings revealea that countryside landscape of Suphan Buyi is diverse w1th agncultural
patterns From the respondents’ perceptions, the landscape of paddy fields appears to be
predominant among the various types répresenting Suphan Buri landscape. Respondents aiso
ascribe values and significance of landscape according to its.aesthetic value which impl.ies
potentialities for tourism and recreation. The levels of beauty and compatibility with the countryside
landscape of Suphan Buri assessed of the photographic images were positively correlated. Five
landscape dimensions influencing the perceptions of beauty emergé; they are: the level of
compatibility with the countryside landscape character of Suphan Buri, the natural environment, the
livability, the predominant landscape elements, and the verdancy of atfnosphere. On the other hand,.
the emerged dimensions influencing the levels of compatibility are; the natural environment, the
fertility, the traditional styles of building and architecture, and the image or identity of the place.
Finally, personal backgrounds are found to be related similarly to the ratings of beauty and
compatibil‘ity. Respondehts’ occupaﬁon, age, and place of residence play key roles in th’éir
assessments. On the contrary, gender and income level are insignificant. The individuals with
difference in attitudes towards the countryside landscape of Suphan Buri could then be divided into
three groups: ones who appreciate countryside for its beauty, ones who concentrate on its functions,

and those who express dislike and do not value significance of countryside landscape.



