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The emergence of globalization movement has caused strong consequences in Thailand and the
architectural professional practice in the country. Similar to other business sectors, one of the tremendous effects
with which the Thai architectural field has to deal is the free trade under the launch of the General Agreement on
Trade in Services (GATS) from the World Trade Organization (WTO). This agreement allows foreign architects to be
able to legally work in the Kingdom of Thailand. At the same time, under the same agreement, Thai architects are
allowed to work competitively in architectural projects and design services abroad. As a result, guidelines should be
established in order to set a professional standard of the architectural practice in Thaitand which is generally
accepted from the global architectural profession. In doing so, forming active working strategies would prepare Thai
architects to improve their existing professional performances and to find a practical method to proceed to the global
practice.

The objective of this research is to study advantages and disadvantages of the global practice of Thai
architects. Also, it is to find issues and concerns influencing Thai architects’ professional practice and design service
in foreign countries, as well as to find solution guidelines for above problems.

The research data include literatures about Thai and international professional standards. The research
sample group consists of Thai architectural firms which were selected by using a specified sampling, divided into four
groups by levels of experiences in international practices: 1) highly-experienced offices with a minimum of 10 years or
10 projects in international practices, 2) offices with medium -experiences of 5-9 years or 5-9 international projects,
3) offices with low experiences of a maximum of 4 years or 4 international projects, and 4) offices with no experience
in international praclice. The data weie collected by structured questionnaires, and were descriptively analyzed in
terms of frequency. :

The research discovers advantages of working in international -projects in that it contributes to the
development of professional experiences of Thai architects as well as enhancing the working standard of Thai
architectural practices and design semices, in order to prepare for the free trade in the future. Not only does the
international practice usually earn more service fess than general local projects, it also strengthens plausible
recognitions of Thai architects from chents either in local or international level. However, a lack of staff with a
_universal professional standard and adequate foreign language abilties has been a significant protlem for Thai
architectural fims when working abroad. Moreover, differences in marketing strategies and a variety in design
services also play an important role in the success of the ‘international -practices, especially for small firms in which
services are more limited. )

To reduce the risks in international architectural practices, it is recommended that Thai architectural
offices start by cooperating in joint ventures with Thai investors, experienced engineers or contractors in foreign
projects in order to gain more experiences. Then, developing own marketing strategies, building up connections with
international organizations and business sectors, creating reliable self-images as well-as finding strong points of the
firms would enhance professional performances and prevent passible difficulies-in the future: At the same timie,
business administration and management strategies should be well-organized by developing comprehensive systems
in working contracts, design service fees, financial management, documents, practical transactions between teams,
and also groups of clients. Presently, there are two .groups of prospective clients: 1) clients who expect high-quality
work from famous cr experienced professionals suitable with certain projects, and 2) clients who want to contro!
budgets and seek for Thai architects whose design fees are generally low. .

In conclusion, Thai architects have a great deal of opportunities to work in international design projects.
Therefore, it is essential that Thai architects and Thai architectural firms pay more attention to developing their
professional standard in architecture and design services together with improving design quality and variety. These
efforts would finally lead Thai architects to stand successfully in the global architectural field.



