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KEYWORD : NON-FORMAL EDUCATION / EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING MODEL
SAWAT PHUTHONG : A DEVELOPMENT OF THE EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING MODEL
TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ADULTS IN THE NORTHERN RURAL
COMMUNITY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF. ARCHANYA RATANA-UBOL, Ph.D.,

THESIS CO-ADVISOR : SOMBAT SUWANPITAK, Ed.D., 259 pp., ISBN 974-17-4002-6

The purposes of this research were to study the learning needs, experiential
learning on quality of life, develop the experiential learning model in Thailand’s northern
rural community, test the experiential learning model, and to study the conditions .of
problem from process of experiential learning model. The sample size consisted of 454
people were from the northern rural community. Four focus groups were organized while
pilot study of the learning model was caried out in Phichit proyincé.' Instruments were
questionaires, focus group discussion, pre-test. post-test, and obser(/ation forms. Data
analysis from questionaires were analyzed by computer program SPSS/PC+, and t-test
was used to analyzed scores of pre-test and post-test. Analysis of quality data by content
analysis with the fact data was taken into account.

The results of the study revealed that the priority need of adults learning to
improve for quality of life was public health‘ while education was ranked the second. .Adults
had the same experiential learning as on quality of life. A developmeiit of Vthe experiential
learning model to improve quality of life for adults in the northern rural community could be
categorized into 5 steps as follows : reViewing of experience background, new experie.nc_e:'
analitical thinking, try-out, and applicability. The score of post-test was higher than pre-test
on knowledge, atlitude, and practice with a significance at 0.05 level, as it is hypotheéized.
bThe personal background difference was not significantly related to the learning needs for
quality of life. The condition to obstacle of the experiential learning model could be listed as
: experience, value, faith, and community culture. The problems of this model were 4

factors namely teacher, curriculum, media, and learner.



