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ABSTRACT

Hepatitis C  virus infection trends to be increasing that it becomes a
public health problem of many countries including Thailand. The transmission of
the disease is parenteral route, perinatal and sexual intercourse. The female sex
workers, a high risk group for viral hepatitis B, may also be a high risk group for
HCV infection. ‘This study is attempted to determine hepatitis 7 antibody prevalence
and associated factors in female sex workers. The 200 female sex workers who
sought for sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) at Venereal Disease and AIDS
Center 4 Ratchabuni Province and Unit of Venereal Diseases and AIDS Banpong,
Provincial Public T{ealth Office, Ratchaburi Province during June to December 1995
were interviewed of some nisk factor and their blood specimens were collected  for

detecting anli-HCV  antibody by Abott HCV EIA second generation. After  the



v
laboratory result, the female sex workers were divided into two groups, anti-HCV
positive and anti-HCV negative. The studied variables of these two groups were
analyzed for searching some {actors associated with HCV infection. After that, 10

female sex workers with anti-HCVY positive and 10 anti-HCUV  negative were

randomly selected for in-depth interview.

The results revealed that the prevalence rate of HC'V infection in female sex
workers was 9.5%. The highest prevalence (12.24 %) was in the group of age 20
years or less. ‘That was sigmificantly higher than the prevalence 1 the group
of age over 30 years ( p= 0.0409). When it was classified by duration of
working in the sex trade, the highest prevalence rate {23.08%) was 1n female sex
workers who have worked ore than 96 months. It was significantly higher
than the prevalence of those with duration of working less than 48 months
( p= 0.0075). the factors associated with HCY infection were domicile,
duration of waorking In the sex trade, tattooing, and history of 5TDs in the

last 4 years (p< 0.03).

‘The qualitative analysis found that the factors related with HC'V fection 1n
female sex workers were domicile, educational  level, ear prercing (more than onel,
history of incising herself (at arm), occasional use condom  during  sexual
intercourse m the last 4 years and history of STDs in the last 4 years. This study
supports that sexual contact may be one of important transmission routes for

HCY infection.



