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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was o investigate the celfect ol socto-hehavioral
hackground on maternal decision making m relation o the use ol impregnated bednets
to prevenl malaria for their children. Fhe study area was Suan Phung [istrict.
Raichaburi Provinee. In 1992, the annual parasite incidence ¢ AP ) n this area was

73.38 per 1060 population,

A cross-sectional survey was undertaken during March o Aprl 1996 using
siructured interview schedutes and unstructured indepth merviews as the method of
data colleetion.  The sample comprised 184 mothers and carctakers. with childeen
under (1 vears old. trom Tt bamlets in Suan Phung District atl ot whom had bednets
impregnated  with insecticide. The Hlealth Beliel Model was modificd as the
framework Tor this study. The data were analvzed usimy deseriptive and bivariate

statistics. with the chi=square test tor hypotheses,

(1 was Tound that most mothers had low socto-cconomie status with about halt
receiving no formal cducation. Almost all the mothers ssere saustied with motherhood
and seemed 1o have o positive attitude toward their children. s a future asset from

which they could receive such benefitas old age support and continuity of the famil



name. More than halt oi the mothers pereerved suscepubihity and severits ol malana
as a0 risk to therr children, swhich mizht even cause death. Most maothers pereeived.
and had  pesitive attitudes woward, Tmpregnated  bednets as protection for ther
children. However, there were quite a number of mothers still uneertiain as (o whether
il was sale for thair children. Most mothers recognized mosquito bite as a factor
causing malaria and sleeping under impreenated bednets as method ol malaria
prevention. Three-quarters (76.4%) of them used impregnated bednets regulardy tor
their children. whereas one-quarter (23.6%) used them intrequently and 3.3% never

used them.

Bivariale analvsis showed that the use of nmpregnated  bednets was
stenificantly related Lo tactors such as pereeption of benelits of use. the receipt of
information from malaria workers. personal experience ol the elfects of malaria, and
had knowledge ol malaria prevention.  The results indicated that mothers who
pereeived the considerable benefits of using impregnated bednets. experience of the
offect of malaria and knowledge of malaria and malania prevention were more likely
to use impregnated bednets tor their children.  However, there was no signiticant
relationships of either knowledge concerning the leading cause ot malana. or an

appreciation of the value of children. and the use ol impregnalted bednets.

The findings of the study suggest that elforts to promote malana prevention by

use ol impregnated bednets are Hkely to be suceesstul.



