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This research was a survey study to investigate the development of social referencing of Thai
infants. Participants were 195 couples of 10-to-14-month-old Infants and their mothers (98 males and
97 females). The study was conducted in an experimental room. The ambiguous toys were used as
stimuli. Mothers were assigned to provide two emotional expression trials, happy and fear, for their
infants. In each trial, mother expressed both facial and vocal emotional signals. Each infant-mother
couple participated in both trials with one-week interval between the trial. Two research assistants
independently coded infant behaviors. The inter-observer agreement between the two coders was 1.00. -

The results show that a small number of Thai infants have already performed social
referencing behavior sincc they were 10 months old, for both emotional expression trials. Regression
Analysis revealed that the older the infants, the increasing number of them showing social referencing
behaviors. According to Piaget’s 75 percent cutoff score as a judgment for developmental level

(Piaget, 1965), the result indicates that the development of social referencing of Thai infants is at 12

months of age for both trials



