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This thesis aims to investigate, analyze and evaluate the problem of objectivity in
science as social knowledge.

Received view in Philosophy of Science in the first haif of the twentieth century
held that observational statements are independent from theoretical statements and so
we could evaluate scientific theories objectively. But the problem of theory-ladeness of
observation and the Kuhnian view show that observations always depend on some
theories and theory changes in science are incommensurable, hence there is no
objectivity in science. Strong programme, influenced by the Kuhnian view, points out
that scientific changes are caused by social factors and science is thus viewed as a
torm of social knowledge. The objectivity of science is impossible.

Longino, however, holds that although sociat factors play the role in scientific
inquiry but social process which provokes effective criticism can make science free from
subjective values. So scientific knowledge derived from such process can still be
objective. But | point out that Longino’s shift in the meaning of objectivity. In addition
there is a limitation in Longino's thesis, that is, in some cases different hypotheses from
different world views which are incommensurable will- make effective criticism

impossible.



