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This research aims at examining information seeking behavior of history faculty
members in state and private universities, involving their objectives, information sources
consulted, information seeking methods, the content, language and age of information,
problems in the information seeking, as well as utilization of information sought.

The findings indicate that the information seeking undertaken by the majority of the
history faculty members in state and private universities serves the purpose of lecturing.
Informal information sources normally consulted are conferences and seminars. Formal
information sources normally consulted include books and textbooks. Most of the members
seek information by tracing citations from footnotes or bibliographies in books. The content
sought deal with Thai history, as well as society and culture, in both Thai and English. The age
band of information searched is 1-25 years. Problems most of the lecturers experienced are
inconvenience due to the distance of the informaticn source, inability to trace to the origins of
references found in footnotes or bitliography of books or journals because libraries do not
acquire to the documents needed and most of those particular documents are abroad, the
content actually needec appear to be inadequate in the sources, and the search consuming
considerable amount of time. Concerning the utilization of information sources, informal
information sources exploited at the high level are personal collections and own knowledge
and experience. Formal informaticii sources made use at the highest level are books and
textbooks.

The 3 hypotheses include: 1) the majority of the history faculty members in state and
private universities seek information frorn books and textbooks by browsing library shelves
and tracing cutations from footnotes or bitliographies in books; 2) problems most of the
lecturers experience is the inconvenience resulting from the distance of the information
sources, and 3) the history lecturers make use of their personal collections and own
knowledge and experience at the high level. It can be concluded that hypothesis 2 and 3 are
confirmed. The first hypothesis, however, is partly proven to be correct. Browsing the

bookshelves proves to be the fourth most employed method in information seeking.



