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This study is a computational linguistic study of context clues. It aims to analyse context clues
that could be used to identify proper names in Thai. A corpus is collected from Bangkok Business
newspaper and Sakulthai magazine. Proper names and context clues are manually tagged by using the

Text Encoding Initiative (TEI)'s guideline.

Based on the studying of 2,547 proper names, 63 percents of proper names occur with context
clues, while 37 percents do not have any context clues. The context clues consist of (1) clue words,
(2) spaces and (3) discourse context. Clue words are nomally in front of proper names. 161 clue words
are found in this study. They can be grouped in according to their semantic features into 19 groups.
Each group of clue words can be used to indicate types of praper names. Six types of proper names are
identified in this study, namely person, organizatior, place, affinity, law, and miscellaneous. Furthermore,
different clue words tend to have differant predictive power in identifying proper names, even when they
are in the same group. A space usually occurs together with a clue word. It can appear either
immediately before or afier the proper name. !t is found that 71 percents of proper names occur with a
space, and 80 percents of proper nanies that have clue words do occur with a space also. Most ciue
words have more predictive power when spacing is taking into consideration. When proper names do
not occur with ciue words or spaces, discourse context can be used to identify proper names. Discourse
contexi nere refers to anaphoric relation or cataphoric relation, but it is mostly anaphoric one. These
proper names can be used without any clue words or spaces because it refers to the same discourse
entity mentioned before. However, there are 931 proper names that cannot be identified by any context
clues. These proper names are either foreign words or well-known names. Therefore, these proper
names can be used without context clues. In addition, we also found that proper names can be used as

a part of linguistic units that are not proper names.



