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This research aims to reconstruct the phonology of Proto-Kuai, explain the
patterns of phonological change from Prcto-Kvai to modern Kuai-Kui, identify
synchronic phonological variations in modern Kuai-Kui and make a statistical
analysis of one selected phonological variable.

The phonology of Proto-Kuai was reconstructed from four Kuai and two Kui
dialects. Proto-Kuai has two types of vowels, clear and breathy. The clear diphthongs
*i3 and *uo and the breathy monophthong *a: in Proto-Kuai have been retained in the
modern Kuai dialects while in the modern Kui dialects, they have been changed to i,
u: and jo respectively. Phonological variations were investigated in four Kuai-Kui
dialects which were spoken in different linguistic settings. Ban Sangkae Kui which
has been in contact with the Khmer language has final consonants —c —p and -t as in
Khmer, whereas Ban Samrong and Ban Ponpeung Kuai which have been in contact
with the Lao language do not keep these thuee f{inal consonants since Lao does not
have these three finals. In Ban Chompra Kui which has been in contact with Khmer
and Thai, each of these final consonants has two variants [-c] ~ [-k], [-n] ~ [-n] and

(-]~ [-).

Some of the Kuai-Kui dialects spoken in Thailand are becoming tonal while
Ban Ponpeung Kuai spoken in Laos is becoming a vowel-restructured language.
According to a statistical analysis of the variation of breathy vowels which have two
variants, breathy vowels[V] ~ clear vowels[V], it was found that young Kuai-Kui
speakers at Ban Samrong and Ban Chompra use the clear-vowel variant together with
pitch more often than the breathy-vowel one. The result supported the idea that some
of the Kuai-Kui dialects are becoming tonal.



