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KEY WORD: ECO-LABELLING / WTQ/ TBT/ TRADE BARRIER/ PPMS

SUKONTIP  JITMONGKOLTHONG : ECO-LABELLING AND WORLD TRADE

ORGANIZATION : A CASE STUDY OF TYPE | ECO-LABELLING, THESIS ADVISOR :

ASS!. PROF. SAKDA THANITKUL, Ph.D.247 pp. ISBN 974-17-3964-8.

Each country has accepted the idea of Type | Eco-Labeling Measures, a set of
voluntary measures, into their countries because of enthusiasm about improving the
environment. The objective to use such meaéures within their countries is for environmental
protection. We should consider whether Type | Eco-Labeling Measures are non-tariff
barriers to trade which conflict with the current regulations under World Trade Organization
(WTQ) espccially the Agreemient on Technical Barrier to Trade Agreement (TBT
Agrecment). |

After consiaering the research, | am of the opinion that the present Type | Eco-
Labelling programs of each country have not yet proven whether it is an obstacle to trade.
Since Tvpe | Eco-lLabeling Programs are voluntary programs, they do not force any
manufacturers, domestic or in foreign countries, into compliance. At the same time, in
practice, these programs could create problems in the future and becone obstacles to
trade. These problems might occur when consumers would like to use more Eco-Labeling
products than the products that have not been labeled. Each manufacturer would then try
to comply with the regulations to get Eco-Labeling for their products, whnich would increase
the costs for producing their products and the cost of updating their production technology.
if they could not comply with the regulation, they would not be able to effectively compete
with any other competitor in the market. Therefore, they woﬁld be forced out of the out of
the mainstream market.

I think that one way to solve the current problems of Eco-Labeling is that Type |
Eco-Labeling should be stipulated into a new Agreement separate from TBT Agreement.
The new agreement should be based on the same legal basis as the TBT Agreement.
However, at this stage, WIO Members should make the Mutual Recognition for acceptance
of each other and equivalency of Type | Eco-Labelling because stipulating a new

agreement might take time and may not be easy to ratify.



