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This dissertation argues that our understanding of alethic modalities can be more
satisfactorily gained through trying to ground meanings of necessity and possibility on
causality. Among the various ways dealing with this type of modality, it appears that none
has been conclusively accepted. Where a formal language for those problematic words is
concerned, many semantics of possibie worlds nave been proposed to make sense of any
number of axioms, rules of inference, and units of language that different systems of
modal logic use. But the contents of those semantics scem to be so seli-contained as to
bring atout many meanings of “possible worlds". So the dissertation proposes a new way
to help us understand the problematic concept of necessity. One feasible way suggested
here is that modal concepts should be understood in causal terms. This examinaticn
takes us back to basic idea that lies behind most occasion of using the modal words.

The disscitation tries to make feasible the wcjeci of grounding modal concepts
on causality by examining some problems and constraints of relating both concepts, trying
to get involved in the semantic of possible worlds through giving a kind of applied
semantic in some figurative form, and roughly comparing the proposed way with some

others.



