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TE 154823

According to the Land Development Act B E. 2543, housing projects are to be self-contained. As a result, they are required
to provide roads, parks, etc for their residents. With respect to large housing projects, a kindergarten is an additional requirement. From
a survey, it was found that there were only a few kindergartens in large housing projects. It is, then, the objective of the study to
investigate the establishment of kindergartens in large housing projects in Pathum Thani. The study aims to examine the reality of
kindergarten services offered to the residents of the project and their attitudes towards the needs for kindergartens. Large housing
proiects which sought for permission of land provision duriag 1992 - 1994 in Pathom Thani were selected for case studies. ihree of
these projects had already started kindergartens, while the other ihree did not have any. 371 Questionnaires were distributed to residents
and nteniews were carmied out with 3 kindergarten administrators.

The study revealed that all kindergartens were in operation long afier the scttlemeni of the residents in the projects. They
were al: established on lar.d over 200 square wa. Scuood buses were all vans and the number of the siudents living in the community
were less than those from outside.

The reasons why most residents sent their children te the community kindergate:: were that it was close to home, convenient
for picking children up and
trustworthy. Moreover the time spent or traveling by car or school buses was no more than 30 minutes. For those residents whose
children did not go to the community kindergaicn, the ones with low income commented on the expensive school fees, whereas the
ones with hugh mcomes brought up the inconvenience of picking their children up . Regarding the residents, the general opinion was
that, the ume spent o traveliug Lo the kindergarten should not be over 30 minutes by car. Furthermore, they viewed kindergartens as an
advantage rether than disadvantage.

Similarly, most residents in th> housing projects without kindergartens sent their children to the one close to home, which
was convenient for picking the children up, and trustworthy. They also chose scheols within 30 minutes by car or school bus. Besides,
they thought that it should not take them more than 30 minutes to drive to school and that having a community kindergarten provides
advantages, not disadvantages.

It can be concluded that one of the reasons for the residents to enroll their children in the community kindergarten is that the
distance from home is no more than 30 minutes by car or in the range of 3 - 5 kilometer. The convenience for picking children up is
another reason; therefore, schools need to provide roads and school buses. Aithough kindergartens are necessary, not all housing
projects need them. Community kindergartens should be in line with the residents social and economic status

It is recommended that the Land Development Act B.E. 2543, measure 43, should be modified so that others can enroll in a
community kindergarten. In addition, an area of 1 rai for the establishment of a kindergarten should be required. A community
kindergarten should not be essential for every large housing project if there is a kindergarten no more than 30 minutes away or within a
distance of 3-5 kilometers. A housing project needs to set up plans for a kindergarten and for administrators' residences. It is suggested

that a high-cost housing project has a kindergarten and later modified to be a secondary school, a hi gh school, or a university.



