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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to study the levels of psychological capital
(PsyCap) and mental health, to compare PsyCap and mental health by personal and
criminal factors, and to investigate the relationship between PsyCap and mental health
among remand prisoners. Participants were 356 remand prisoners at Thonburi Remand
Prison. Data were collected from a personal and criminal data questionnaire, a Thai-
Psychological Capital Inventory (TPCI), and a Thai Mental Health Questionnaire
(TMHQ). The results found that participants had moderately high levels of PsyCap.
There were significant difference in PsyCap by marital status, occupation before
confinement, and family responsibilities. More than two thirds (67.8%) of participants
had at least one mental health problem (51.7% of depression, 46% of somatization,
45.4% of anxiety, 27.3% of psychosis, and 8.5% of social function). There were
significant differences in mental health by age, occupation before confinement, debt,
savings in prison, type of prisoner, and number of confinement. Moreover, PsyCap had

a negative correlation with all mental health dimensions (r=-.11 to r= -.48).
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