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Thai law and judicial process in the early Rattanakosin period was the
consequence of idea and essence from Ayudhaya period. The influence of Buddhist
principles were the main factors affecting the origins, enforcement and the contents of
Thai law since the reign of King Rama 1 upto King Rama IlI.

The change of Ideology in some Thai elite groups at the beginning of
Rattanakosin period had caused the change in visions concerning law. During that
period rationalism, realism and humanism emerged in Thai society with the influence of
westein knowledge and technology at the same time. The result of these factors alsc
affected the change in Thai law and judicial process as can be perceived from the reign
of King Rama IV.

This change had two main effects on Thai law and judicial process. Firstly, it
was the realization of the king's power in enacting laws during the reign of King Rama
IV. Secondly, the content and matters of iaw were modified and strengtliened according

to the rights of the people in the kingdom in several aspects as developed in western

world.



