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ADS T IRACT
(he health card program {HCF ) 1t Thailand 1is a

vialuntary health iInsurance scheme. It 18 used Lo regulate
the referral flow of health services and also to maobilize

Lhe financlal resources through cummunity participation.

The purpose of this study was to i1dentify the factors
affecting acceptance of the healtn card program among people
1 Suphanburl Province. The main varilable factors taken 1n

this study were socilo-dempgraphics (age, SE XK, marltal
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Siatus, family slze, efducation, uccupatian, income ),
hnowledge about HCP, attitude touwards HCP, perception of

e {1ts and barriers of HCOP.

N cvross—sectional survey was conduc ted i elght
viliayes of  Maung and Nong—-Ya-5Sai diwtricts of Suphanburi
Frovince. A pretested qguestionnalre was used for data
ol lection. Une hundered and sixty household heads ar
spouses {Health card holders and MNonm-health rard holders)

wiere selected by systematic random techalgue.

Descriptive statistical analysis was used to determine
tino Trequeny and percentage of varlables. Chi-square,

Fearsons ' correlation coefficient, Fisher's Exact Test wereo

used to 1dentify the relationshlp between indepedent and
depredent  varlables. The significance level was set up at
.00,

The results of the study showed that tamily size had a
statistically significant relationship with the acceptance
cf the HCP. The other socio-demographic factor variables
wdCch as age, sex, marital status, education, occupation and
lncome  had no statistically simhnificant relationship with

the acceptance of HCP.



111
Knowledge about HCP, attltude towards HCP and

perception of benefits had a statistically significant

suuuClation with the acceptance of the HIEP. The perceptiocn
st bare lers had an 1nverse cuarrelation wilith the acceptance
W i 1 g The long waiting time at district hospltals was
Loerce lved to be the maln barrier ro avrcept  HEF, Orn the

other hand the price of a health card was not found too high

to accept the HCF.

An effective educational program on HCF ts recommended
for the cammunlty. Strengthening of the guality of health
wervices and retaining the present benefits of HCP are also

Frecommended .



