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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the level of parental decision
making on Buddhist alternative school selection in the Bangkok Metropolitan area
and to compare parental decision making regarding personal information such as
gender, age, levels of education, occupation, and income. The research used a
descriptive method. The sample for this study was selected by sample random
sampling. There were 84 parents who have children studying in 3 Buddhist alternative
schools (Thawsi school, Siamsaamtri school, and Roong-Aroon school) in the
Bangkok metropolitan area under the Office of Private Education Commission in the
academic year 2014. Data was collected via questionnaires and in — depth interviews,
and the calculated reliability was .89. The data were analyzed by frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation and personal factors were compared to
parental decision making by t-test, and one-way ANOVA (F-test).

The results of this research were as follows: 1) educational philosophy,
followed by curriculums were the first and second priorities, 2) the tuition fee was the
lowest priority. This research could benefit Buddhist alternative schools as follows:
1) to contribute to the development of management in these Buddhist alternative
schools, 2) to provide the essential information about Buddhist alternative schools
management in terms of parent’s perspectives and expectations from Buddhist
alternative schools and, 3) to provide necessary recommendations and primary data
for future researchers to work on Buddhist alternative schools.
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