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The purposes of this study were to examine the refationships between attitudes toward pain
assessment, subjective norms, perceived behavioral control, and nurses’ intention to assess pain in
postoperative patients. The subjects were 90 registered nurses in a surgical unit, selected by a
simple random sampling. The instruments were demographic data form, attitude toward pain
assessment  questionnaire, subjective norm questionnaire, perceived behavioral controi
questionnaire, and an intention to assess pain in postoperative patients questionnaire. All
questionnaires were tested for content validity by a panel of experts. The reliability of the
instruments were .85, .84, .88, and .67, respectively. Pearson product moment correlation and

Stepwise multiple regression were used for statistical analysis.

The results were as follows:

1. Mean score of attitudes toward pain assessment, subjective norms, perceived
behavioral control, and intenticn to assess pain in postoperative patients of nurses were at the
medium level (; =188.09, 118.33, 225.84, and 23.60, respectively, S.D. = 31.03, 25.30, 48.21,
and 3.26, respectively).

2. There were positively statistical correlations between attitudes toward pain assessment,
subjective norms, perceived behavioral control, and nurses' intention to assess pain in postoperative
patients at the level of .01. (r =.338, .328, and .284, respectively)

3. Attitudes toward pain assessment and subjective norms significantly predicted nurses’
intention to assess pain in postcperative patients at the level oi .05. The predictive power was

16.8% of the variance. The equation derived from the standardized score was:

Nurses' intention to assess pain in postoperative patients = 260 (attitudes toward pain assessment)

+ .245 (subjective norms)



