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# # 4380104122 : MAJOR LINGUISTICS
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INTENTION INTERPRETATION OF INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES IN THAL
THESIS ADVISOR : SUDA RANGKUPAN, Ph.D. 163 pp. ISBN 974-17-4427-7.

The purpose of this research is to investigate the speaker’s intentions of interrogative

sentences in Thai and to investigate the role of context used to interpret each intention.

An interrogative sentence is usually used to ask a question. It is also found that it can be
used to indicate 13 other kinds of intentions, namely, denial, request, offering, stopping an action,
threat, expressing irony, expressing sarcasm, expressing disbelief, expressing surprise,
expressing discontent, teasing, greeting and complaining to oneself. Moreover interrogative
sentences can be used as discourse markers, namely, opening a conversation, appealing to the

hearer, getting hearer’s attention and information checking.

in interpreting the speakei’'s intention, the hearer needs to take context into
consideration. There are two major types of context -- the situationa! context and the textual
context. The situational context is composed of speaker, hearer, time and place. The textual
context includes previous discourse and following discourse. The result shows that time and
place have an important roie in the interpretation of greeting and complaining to crieself.
Speaker, hearer, time and place are all needed to interpret teasing. Previous discourse have an
important role in the interpretation of denial, request and expressing disbelief. Following
discourse have an important role in the interpretation of offering and cxpressing irony. Previous
discourse and following discourse have an important (ole in the interpretation ot denial and threat.
Both the situational context and the textual context are all needed to interpret the intention of

stopping an action and expressing sarcasm, discontent and surprise.

In conclusion, an interrogative form of sentence can be used by a speaker to express
various kinds of intentions. The hearer needs both situational context and textual context in order

to be able to interpret the intention correctly.



