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Abstract
TE 153337

The objectives of this research arc mainly to study agro-tourism development, especially in
Changwat Phuket comprising below other objectives:

1. To provide the nceessary skills to all participants assessing the potential of
Agro-tourism activitics.

2. To cnablc participants to assist and develop an agro-tourism plan for their
own communitics and surrounding area by using participatory approaches and tools.

The data in this rescarch is consisted of secondary and primary data. Primary data was collected
from local pcople, tourists, and government factors by using questionnaires. This data was analyzed by
using the SPSS program to describe frequency, percentage. However, this research can be also
summarized as follows:

Agro-tourism is naturc-based tourism and is promoted as an environmentally safc way for
communitics to generate income from natural resources. They are also called sustainable tourism
because it provides employment and income to local communities while allowing for the continued
existence of the natural resource base. Agro-tourism is also the authentic way to diseover a country and
its population for the majority of visitors the purposc of a countryside holiday is to try and capture the
essence of the real culture and way of life of the region. “Real Tourism™ in the countryside is the
opposite of “Artificial Touris™ by thc scaside in Phuket. A casc study of the villagers at Baan Ko
Mapao Changwat Phuket even sees their traditional way of life being eroded, leaving them struggling to
survive. At the beginning villagers operated everything themselves by Icading tourists on the mangrove
and trails. At that time agro-tourism was not wide spread among travelers and could not reach the tzrget
due to a lack of public relations and good management. Experts irom local government officer had to
inspeci the arca and created programs and then the project continued till at present. Tourism is only a
tool to solve community problems. The villager will be stronger and become harmonious as it used to
be. Even though the village still have some problems, hopefully we are going to reach the goal.

The results show that building such a strong community must rely on everybody’s cooperaticn

in order to be successful, the same as villagers of Baan Ko Mapao are doing.



