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ABSTRACT
TE 154902

The purpose of this study was to investigate lifestyle, cusioms, traditions and changes
in Malaysia which affected Thai communities’ lifestyle in Kedah State, Malaysia. The dafa
were collected by a ﬁeldtrip and interviews with Thais in Kampongs or villages in 11
sections in Kedah State, Malaysia. - S

The study yielded that Thai communities’ lifestyle, customs and traditions in Kedah
State, Malaysia remained conventional as performed by Thai southemers in religious faiths
ard loyalty to the Thai monarch. Their economic status was low and relatively poor. Most of
them were farmers, gardeners and venders. Some worked in governmental and private
sectors. A temple became a center of spiritual Aand activity venue for these communities. Its
important role was to assist and to initiate the Thai lesson school for Thai children. The
customs and traditions as well as beliefs of Thai communities remained conventional as
performed by Thai southerners. Their Chinese neighbors were habituaily invited and took
part in their religious and-traditional rites.

It was found that the most tremendous effects on Thai communities’ lifestyle in
Kedah State, Malaysia was the suppression of communist insurgent in which the Malaysian
government and Brtish colonial military suppressed the communist rebels by evacuating
Thais and monks in communities to a detention camp and other villages. Consequently, the
villages were left deserted. Later, the land was seized and occupied by others. Houses and
temples were burnt down. After the suppression, the communities could not return and had to
settle down in other villages. Some temples were ruined completely and could not be

renovated until some vanished without trace.



