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The objectives of this research are to study the signification of photographic and textual
communication , including the pattern of stereotype and persuasive power as appeared in
introductory materials of Bangkok Metropolitan candidates for the Senate in the year 2000. The
research methods include a detailed examination of introductory posters used by the candidates and
in-dept interviews of selected candidates.

The finding or the research are as followers, Introductory posters can be distinguished in to
3 types . namely, those featuring the candidate’s portrait accompanied by name, family name,
electoral number and qualifications, those featuring the candidate's portrait accompanied by name,
family name electorat number and those featuring the candidate’s portrait accompanied by electoral
number only. in view of the signification of photograph and text in introductory materials of Bangkok
Metropolitan candidates for the Senate, it is found that the photograph vividly relates the candidate's
stereotype based upon the role and status of each individual. This can be seen in the costume,
gosture, other individuals include in the photograph, background and other illustrated components.
The text. on the othc: hand, gives details abcut the candidate's educational background, \vorking
experience. religious belief and family ties. It can therefore be said that the text functions as an
implementation of the photograph. That is, it controls the signification of the photograph and
elaborates upon the details where tne photogranh leaves out. The factors determining the choices of
the candidate’s stereotype are 1) target group . 2; the candidate’s rcl2 and siatus and 3) position of
the Senate member. cvidently, the candidate's stereotype correlates with that of the Senator position.

As regards the persuasive power of introductory posters, it is found that it has little effect
upon the obtained votes. it can therefore be concluded that the social input of each candidate is the

main factor the determines whethar or not ho/she will get elected.



