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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to determine factors affecting sustainable
competitive advantage of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) for entering AEC
markets via using Structure Equation Model (SEM). It also aimed to explore obstacle of
SMEs in doing their businesses for gaining competitiveness. Data were collected from
460 SMEs in Thailand via means of questionnaire. Both descriptive statistics i.e.
percentage, mean, standard deviation, skewness and kurtosis, as well as inferential
statistics i.e. structural equation modeling were employed to analysis data.

The outcome of the research yields that the theoretical model was compatible
with the empirical model. This also provides the findings as follows: external
environment factor had positively direct affected on sustainable competitive advantage
with the influencing coefficient of 0.824. Moreover, it was also found that external
environment factor had positively indirect affected through internal environment factor

on sustainable competitive advantage with the influencing coefficient of 0.856.

Keywords: Sustainable Competitive Advantage; Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs);

Supply Chain, Asean Economic Corridor



