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ABSTRACT

From the occurrences of landslides, especially in the northern part of
Thailand, together with the increase in population, which resulted in the expansion
of the community run over the risky areas. Subsequently, many expanding
communities are vulnerable to the effects of landslides. Regarding to this
phenomenon, decentralization has been applied to manage these areas. However,
under the most of affected areas by disaster, local government lacks of readiness
and management capacity. As a result, both the process and the results of current
disaster management are still covered. It depends on the variety of context and the

pattern of implementation.

However, Overlaying of the decentralization initiative on the complex
ecological tensions in affected areas has rendered devolved, formal management
functions problematic and created spaces susceptible to the various influences of
non-state social actors. Within this formal devolution process, informal transactions
and the role of intermediaries are ubiquitous and critical in determining outcomes.
Informality and role of intermediaries should thus be acknowledged and given space
in developing the necessary innovative and adaptive institutions of governance for
community capacity building for sustaining the geo-hazard management and

mitigation under the devolution and participatory approach.
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