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Innovation and techniques, particularly in rubber tapping systems, are essential for

Abstract

improvements in rubber farming productivity and economic return. This research, therefore, aims
to examine the socio-economic impact of the single cut tapping system and the double cut
alternative system (DCA), and to suggest way of adjustment to rubber farmers who use these
systems to increase productivity and income. The quantitative data were collected from 118
households in five districts of Songkhla Province. The qualitative data were collected from three
households that participated in the experiment of the DCA system and from another 15
houscholds. The simulation model analyzed by Olympe Program indicated that, mainly, there were
five selected single cut tapping systems: 1/3s3d/a, 1/3s52d/3, 1/2sd/3, 1/2s3d/4, and 1/2sd/2. of all
these, 1/3s3d/4 system was the most popular and gave the highest yields . The comparison of using
the five single cut tapping systems to using the DCA system showed that the DCA system gave
the highest yields per year, followed by the 1/3s3d/4.It was also found that the DCA system
created the highest net income, and that it could make a 20% increase in dry rubber content
(DRC). The suggestions for improvements in productivity and income are enhancing knowledge
and skill in tapping, regularly using both organic and chemical fertilizers, and applying the low

frequency tapping system to maintain tapping areas.





