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The purpose of this quasi-experimental rescarch was to investigate the effects
of intensive teaching of English listening and speaking skills on ‘M. 1 students’
language ability.

The population of the study were 44 M. 1 students in the Semi-English
Program, 2006 academic year, Thidanukhro School, Hat Yai, Songkhla. The students
were divided into the experimental group and the controlled group, 22 in each grdup.
The speaking and listening abilities of the two groups were not statistically different
before the experiment because of the Completely Randomized Design (CRD) method
of sampling. The experimental group took an intensive course emphasizing listening
and Speaking while the controlled group took a preparation-course focusing on
grammar and reading. Each course last 60 hours. , , '

The research instruments included teaching materials, tests and a
questionnaire. Two commercial textbooks: Project 2 and Person 0 Person (Starter),
Both by Oxford University Press and some other supplementary activities developed
by the researcher were used in the intensive course emphasizing listening and
speaking. The teaching materials for the preparation course were compiled from
existing teaching materials by Thidanukhro School’s teaching staff. A number of
language tests and a queStionnaire were used for course evaluation: (1) 2 listening
tests (Listening I and Listening II) (2) a speaking test (oral interview and telling a
picture story) (3) a general English proficiency test (4) a reading and writing test, and
(5) a questionnaire of the population’s opinion on the learning and teaching of English
(i.e. views on the English learning and teaching, learning activities, learning behavior

and views on the management of English subjects at school) and their opinion on
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English (i.e. attitudes and motivation in learning English). Data were collected from
April, 2006 to April, 2007.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. . The listening and speaking abilities and general English proficiency of
the two groups were not significantly different at .05 level after course completion.

2. Both groups’ listening and speaking abilities were significantly higher
after course completion (p < .01). However, the experimental group’s listening and
speaking abilities increased statistically higher than those of the controlled group
(p <.01).

3. The general English pfoﬁcicncy of the experimental groups was
statistically higher after course completion (p <.01) while that of the controlled group
remained statistically the same.

4. The reading and writing abilities of the two groups were not
significantly different when measured one semester after course completion. It was
also founded that their listening and speaking abilities were significantly correlated to
their reading and writing abilities (p <.01).

5. The experimental and controlled groups’ opinion on the learning and
teaching of English and on English were not significantly different after course
completion.

6. The listening ability and the speaking ability (telling a picture story) of
the low proficient students in the experimental group increased significantly (p < .05
and p < .01 respectively) while the listening ability of the high proficient ones
developed not significantly and their speaking ability decreased, though  not
significantly.

7. The experimental group’s listening and speaking abilities decreased
significantly one academic year after course completion (p <.01). To be specific, their
speaking ability decreased significantly (p < .01) while their listening ability as
measured by the listening achievement test significantly increased (p < .05) and that

measured by the general listening proficiency test remained the same.





