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In recent years there has been the resurgence of TR epidemics in many parts of

the world. even in the industrialized nations, but particutarly in the South-1-ast Asian
Region imcluding m Vietnam where '3 has been the major health probiem m which
delay diagnosis still 15 a common error. This rescarch ammed to study poatient’s deloy
seceking treatment Tor T among adult population in Long An provinee. Vietnam. The
characteristics of socio-demographics. psycho-social tactors and source of information
were exsmined and at the same tme the mmdependent variables and patient’s delay
were analysed 1o determiune therr association. 'The sample size in ths study was 192 113
paticnts who were admitied at the TB center from February ™ to March 15,1999, Duta
wils collected through interviewing by using the structured questionnaire and patients’

records.

The findings of the study revealed that 69.8% of the respondents delaved

sceking treatment; S0% delayed for 5-8 weeks. 43.3% lor 9-24 weeks and 60.7% lor

more than 24 weeks. The association hetween patients” delay and marttal status were

statistically signilicant with the p-value of 0.04. Sexo tincome. education, distancee,

occupation. knowledge, perception and source ob mformation were not signiticantly

associated  with the patients” delay i seeking treatment lor tuberculosts. Some |

characteristics ol paticnts who delay inoseeking treatmem Tor {13 were sill the

problematic and need to be considered such as wrong perception on ctiology and

;

transntission. lspecially women and low cducated people in particular still kept their

traditional perception as the basis of thewr way ol thinking, and tried to hide the fact that |

they had TH.




