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Hevea brasiliensis clone RRIM 600 seed obtained from a para-rubber plantation
located in Yéla Province were used to study the relationship between chemical composition
and seed germination. Germination of the seed stored in dry condition at room temperature,
high humidity condition at room temperature, and high humidity at 15 °C condition for 0-30
days was evaluated. A relationship between moisture contents of whole seed and their seed
parts and germination was analyzed. The correlations between content of linoleic acids,
linolenic acid, releasé':él CO,, protein, fat and calcium of whole seed and their seed parts, and
germination of dry storage seed were also determined. Results showed that germination of
para-rubber seeds dramatically decreased within a week after storage in dry condition at room
temperature, as germination percentage decreased from 87 to 9%. Under high humidity
conditions at room temperature and 15°C, lost of seed germination from 87 to 23-47 % were
found even though their seed moisture content did not decrease throughout the 7-30 days
storage. Moisture contents of whole seed and seed parts were not correlated significantly
with germination. Linolenic acid content in whole seed was inversely related to seed
germination. Significant correlations were also detected between released CO, content of
whole seed, cotyledon+embryo and endosperm and germination. There were no significant
correlations between content of linoleic acids, protein, fat and calcium in whole seed and their

seed parts, and germination.





