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Abstract , 218764

The objectives of this research are to study ways and factors leading to
religious commitment of Thai Muslims in three southern border provinces of Thailand
and their abiding by Islamic principles. The research is both qualitative and
quantitative. Qualitatively the researcher studied the data concerned from Quran,
Prophetic sayings as well as other relevant documents while quantitatively the needed
data were collected by means of the distribution of questionnaires to the focus group
of 896 Muslim Thais in the three southern border provinces. The data was analyzed
by using frequency percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation t-test and F-test

The research found that:-

(1) The adherence to religious principles by Muslim Thais in the three
southern border provinces of Thailand is on a high level. The variants such as sex,
age, religious and general education, and religious status did not indicate differences
in their adherence to religious principles. Only difference in their sects and the
institutes from which they acquired knowledge implied the varied levels of their
religious adherence at 0.05. |

(2) The sources of religious knowledge, advices, practices from which
Muslirﬁ Thais learned are religious teachers or ustadhs. Second to them are parents,
brothers and siéters, imams of masque, spouses, friends, lecturers of Islamic studies
and reliance on self study consecutively.

(3) As a whole there are two denominations of Muslim Thais in the areas
in terms of their religious school of thought. The first belongs to Ahli al-Sunnah

school which literally adheres to apparent meanings of Quranic verses and Prophetic
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sayings without any further interpretation except only when urgently needed. They are
called Salaf. The second is called Khalaf. This school follows the way initiated by
Abu Hasan al-Ash‘ari in{unders‘tanding and practicing religious faith and principles. It
sometimes allows interpretation of religious texts or simply follows instructions of
religious scholars in maintaining religious principles without sui)port of textual
evidences. | |

(4) The Muslim Thais in the areas are divided into two groups in terms of
their adherence to Tawhid. The first believes that Tawhid is of three categories;
Tawhid Uluhiyyah, Tawhid Rububiyyah and Tawhid al-Asma’ wa al-Sifat, and
adheres to them accordingly. The second believes in Tawhid without categorization,
holding that the classification of Tawhid did not stem from Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon Him).

(5) The religious practices in the three southern border provinces of
Thailand by Muslim Thais mostly comply with Quran, Sunnah and the ways of Salaf.
They occasionally adopted analogy and intellect to understand religious texts,
claiming that refined human infellect usually does not contradict any religious
evidences.

(6) The religious practices by Muslim Thais in the arcas are maintained in
more ways than their faith is. Some follow Sunnah with or without full knowledge of
textual evidences. Others cling to Shafie school of thought blindly. There are also
many Muslims who practiced their religion at random. They either ignore religious
evidences or

| (7) Most of the Muslim Thais in the southern border areas are still
confused with Sunnah- and Bidah (religious innovations). They can not fully
distinguish between the two, resulting in their committing mistakes or being confused

when maintaining their religious faith and practices.





