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A cross-sectional study involving 202 respondents wits conducted Lo deternune
the knowledge, pereeption and behavior on malana prevention by socio-demographic
- characteristios as well as the relationship of the knowledge. perception and madaria

preventive behavior. All the respondents were recruiled from 6 villages in lakeo

H - ! - » 1| —” .
province, Cambaodia trom 1" 10 237 o March., 1994,

Based on the results of the stady. the knowledge on malarna prevention wis

Ccategorized into 3 levels. More than hall of the people (59%) had pood overall

knowledge.,  Thowever. the knowledpe  aboul “control. preventive and  curative
measutes” was  poor. particularly the knowledge ol insecticides,  There were
significant ditferences n the knowledge by sex. marital status. cducation. oceupation
and status of family (P < 0.05). In addition, all the levels ol the knowledge had
| sienificant positive correlation with malaria preventive practice (P = 0.001). For the
| perception lTevels. more (han hall ol the respondents positively perecived 1ovwards
susceplibility™, “severity™ and henelit and barrier” of malaria,  Dilterences in
pereeption by sex and education were significant (I = 0.05) and all the levels were
significantly correlated with malaria preventive practice (F = 0.001) except the malana
severity level. Concerning the preventive behavior. which was detined as “treatment
seeking hehavior™ and “preventive practice . the majority of the people went to public
hospital when sick. Butl 1he preventive practice was pootr. 90.6 pereent had poor
| practice. Though subjeets (95%) regularly ased bed net. but they rarely checked for
holes before sleeping (89%) and 52.5 pereent ol respondents neither used DD
insceticide spray indoors nor prophylactie drug. ‘Fhe tindings indicated that there were

signiticant differences in preventive practice by age. sex, marital stutus and status ol

family (P < 0,05} In summary. the study suggested that there was significant pOsItive
" correlation among the knowledge, pereeption and subject preventive practice on
malaria, Therelore, the government should promote the Primary Health Cave
| Approach 10 improve knowledge. perception as well as the achievement of malaria
PrOErammics.



