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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to study the status and the operational type of
civil society organizations (CSOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as
their relationship in developing Pak Bara Area of the Satun Province. The mixed methods
used in this study included participatory observation, indepth interviews, focus groups,

and an opinion survey of 400 community members.

It was found that there were 10 CSOs which were continually active in the area.
These were community organizations in which people participate, and organizations
which co-operate with the governmental sector. There were 2 NGOs which had
representatives regularly assigned to the area. The two groups of organizations were
related in terms of space and activities. That is, CSOs monitored the province’s
development plans. They had two principal kinds of activities. The first dealt with
operations within their communities which included empowering the communities with
new body of knowledge, organizing activities, and participating in the protest movement
against Pak Bara Deep Sea Port Project. The second dealt with operations outsid
e their communities which included creating the “Ruk Jang Satun” Network for the co-
operation of Satun’s [Pak Bara’s] CSOs and NGOs, and asserting their standing points with
regards to solving problems in natural resource management and objecting the
government’s implementation of public policy concerning development projects for

large-scale industries.

The survey of development needs in the Pak Bara area revealed that the
community’s major problems were drug addiction, Deep Sea Port Project,
unemployment, poverty, and quarrels. As for community’s trust in activity participation,
it was at moderate level with public health personnel, the “Ruk Jang Satun” Network,
CSOs that monitored the development plans of Pak Bara Area and the Satun province;
and at low level with government social workers and Southern Border Province

Administrative Center (SBPAC). As for the community’s opinions concerning the impact
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of the Deep Sea Port project, the results were in this descending order: possible loss of
fishing erounds and natural resources (78.8 %), relocation (75.5 %), harmful pollutions
(73.8 %), loss of traditional way of life (70.0 %) , and adverse effect on tourism (69.8 %).
In short, the people’s major concerns were about the Deep Sea Port and related

industries.

The participatory CSOs and NGOs could be classified into 3 levels. Those of the
local level included the organizations which operated in the area around Pak Bara Bay or
in Pak Num Sub-district. Those of the provincial level included the organizations of
which operations covered larger areas of the province. Those of the national and
international level included the organizations that supported the activities or the
participation in the activities of governmental sector, private sector, and academic

institutes.

This study has two suggestions.  First, for the local level, the involved networks
should add more religious and cultural dimensions in driving forth activities, and should
strengthen the relationship between networks and community with the cooperation of
community leaders. Second, the national and international networks should enhance
their understanding and cooperation with the community through the “Ruk Jang Satun”
Network’s assistance in providing forums. All three levels — local, provincial, national

and international should work together to promote local operations.

KeyWords : network, civil society organizations , non-governmental organizations,

social development, Pak Bara, Satun province
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